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What  Are  Baby  Welfare  Nurses? 

I 

IN  maternity  clinics,  infant  welfare  sta- 
tions and  in  homes  Baby  Welfare  Nurses 
give  the  same  instruction  to  expectant 
mothers  that  helped  you  when  your  baby 
came. 

And  when  the  baby  comes  these  nurses 
show  the  mothers,  less  enlightened  possibly 
than  you,  but  just  as  loving,  and  tender, 
and  hopeful  as  you  were,  how  to  dress  and 
care  for  the  little  ones  they  have  loved  into 
being. 
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As  Mothers  and  Fathers,  as 
Taxpayers  and  Voters  Too 

We  should  support  the  movement 
for  Baby  Welfare  Nurses,  central  fig- 
ures in  all  these  community  efforts  to 
save  babies’  lives  and  protect  their 
health. 

We  should  do  it,  of  course,  by  con- 
tributing funds. 

But  we  can  do  it  best  of  all  by  let- 
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ting  our  health  and  finance  authorities 
know  how  we  feel  about  it. 

DO  IT  NOW! 
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Baby  Life  Savers 


You  Mothers  and  Fathers! 

DID  you  ever  sit  for  hours  by  a sick 
baby’s  bed  and  wonder  what  the  end 
would  be  ? 

How  thin  seemed  the  thread  that  held 
together  the  hopes  and  plans  for  that  little 
life! 

Do  you  recall,  how,  in  your  groping  for 
even  a small  straw  of  comfort  in  that  hour 
of  doubt,  you  were  heartened  by  the  fact 
that  the  best  medical  and  nursing  skill  you 
could  summon  had  worked  to  bring  about 
ia  favorable  outcome  ? 

k Do  you  remember  how  the  deftness  of 
■he  quiet,  efficient  nurse  renewed  your  con- 
fidence in  worldly  skill  and  in  heaveply 
Inercy  ? 

[ Thousands  of  weary  mothers  and  fathers 
'could  not  have  the  solace  you  received  if  it 
were  not  for  the  Baby  Welfare  Nurse. 
When  sickness  comes,  working  under  the 
direction  of  a physician,  she  brings  to  other 
parents  the  comfort  which  your  skillful 
nurse  brought  you.  Community  nursing  is 
private  nursing  on  a community  basis. 


Mothers!  A Special  Word  to  You! 

DO  you  remember,  in  those  months  of 
glad  expectancy,  the  many,  many  pre- 
cautions you  took  to  insure  the  birth 
of  a strong,  healthy  baby,  and  to  protect  your 
own  health  in  your  coming  trial? 

Do  you  remember  how  careful  your  doc- 
tor was  about  your  diet  and  those  hygienic 
precautions  that  insured  to  your  baby  a 
strong,  healthy  mother  with  a generous 
supply  of  breast  milk  ? 

Thousands  of  mothers,  lacking  wise  coun- 
sel, are  unprepared  for  maternity.  Weak- 
ened themselves,  they  bring  into  the  world 
sickly  babies,  who  find  sterile  breasts  when 
they  demand  nature’s  food. 

This  pre-natal  instruction  to  expectant 
mothers  is  being  supplied  in  hundreds  of 
communities  by  Baby  Welfare  Nurses. 


Figures  Tell  the  Story. 

IN  Boston  one  year  they  measured  this 
difference  between  instructed  and  unin- 
structed mothers — measured  it  not  in  the 
personal  way  we  have  been  discussing  it, 
but  in  an  impersonal,  dispassionate,  statis- 
tical way.  They  found  that  the  baby  of  the 
uninstructed  mothers  had  only  one-third 
the  chance  of  living  beyond  the  first  week 
that  the  babies  of  the  instructed  mothers 
had. 

In  New  York  City,  despite  an  infantile 
paralysis  epidemic,  the  1916  infant  death 
rate  was  lower  than  ever  before,  due  to  the 
work  of  infant  welfare  stations  in  prevent- 
ing unnecessary  waste  of  babies’  lives  from 
other  causes. 

Did  you  ever  see  a baby  who  must  live 
its  life  in  darkness  because  its  eyes  had 
been  blinded  by  a preventable  disease  ? By 
warning  mothers,  and  caring  for  babies*  eyes 
in  the  first  few  hours  of  life.  Baby  Welfare 
Nurses  prevent  these  tragedies. 

It  costs  the  community  about  $30  a year 
to  educate  a child  who  can  see;  it  costs 
$250  a year  to  educate  a blind  child. 

These  figures  are  given,  not  because  you 
must  have  your  humane  impulse  put  on  a 
dollar  and  cents  basis,  but  to  show  that 
when  you  are  dealing  with  the  tender  lives 
of  future  men  and  women  there  is  a very 
definite  dollar  and  cents  taxpayer’s  point 
of  view. 


